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had taken a resolution to maintain three poor blind men during their lives, in gratitude for that great blessing. This misfortune is so very great and un-frequent, that one would think an establishment for all the poor under it might be easily accomplished} with the addition of a very few others to those wealthy who are in the same calamity. However, the thought of the proposer arose from a very good motive, and the parcelling of ourselves out, as called to particular acts of beneficence, would be a pretty cement of society and virtue. It is the ordinary foundation of men's holding a commerce with each other, and becoming familiar, that they agree in the same sort of pleasure; and sure it may also be some reason for amity, that they are under one common distress. If all the rich who are lame in the gout, from a life of ease, pleasure, and luxury, would help those few who have it without a previous life of pleasure, and add a few of such laborious men, who are become lame from unhappy blows, falls, or other accidents of age or sickness; I say, would such gouty persons administer to the necessities of men disabled like themselves, the consciousness of such a behaviour would be the best julep, cordial, and anodyne in the feverish, faint, and tormenting vicissitudes of that miserable distemper. The same may be said of all other, both bodily and intellectual evils. These classes of charity would certainly bring down blessings upon an age and people; and if men were not petrified with the love of this world, against all sense of the commerce which ought to be among them, it would not be an unreasonable bill for a poor man in the agony of pain, aggravated by want and poverty, to draw upon a sick alderman after this form :
vending styptic wnter, <fec. In 1711 Swift wrote of Bead: 'He has been a mountebank, and is the queen's oculist. He makes admirable punch, and treats you in golden vessels.' He had been knighted in 1705. After Bead's death his widow, f the Lady Bead in Durham Yard in the Strand,' announced that she was continuing her husband's bxisiness, in which she had had fifteen years' experience, and great success ' in curing multitudes of blind and defective in their sight particularly several who were born'blind'.